Abstract: Literal meaning of artefact given by "Oxford Advanced Learner Dictionary" is a "thing made by the people". In medical science the "fact" is not true; but we observe routinely is called artefact. These defects are referred to as artifacts . They lead to misinterpretations of histopathological diagnosis. This paper attempts to put all various types of artifacts that are observed in histopathology.
INTRODUCTION
An artefact (L. ars-art + factum-made) in histology means any non-natural feature or structure accidentally introduced into something being observed or studied [1] . According to Bernstein, Artefact refers to "An artificial structure or any tissue alteration on a prepared microscopic slide produced by some extraneous factors" [2] . Tissue artefacts are a recognized, all-too-common occurrence that are encountered in all surgical pathology practices [3] . Artefacts are defects or tissue distortions that may occur as a result of the way the tissue has been handled, right from the time of biopsy surgically obtained till the entire histopathological procedures are performed on it. Although many of these artefacts may obscure a definitive diagnosis of the tissue pathology, most are duly recognized by the experienced pathologist [4] . Artefacts which occur during the processing of small biopsy specimens can cause sufficient tissue distortion to impair interpretation and can be a considerable source of nuisance [4] . Some artefacts are easily distinguishable from normal or diseased tissue components and some are difficult to distinguish from such entities. In histological and cytological terms an artefact can be defined as a structure that is not normally present in the living tissue [5] .
Examination of microscopic sections of animal tissues reveals facts which are not always related to its normal histology or pathology. Processing of tissue specimens consists of lengthy procedures from the stage of surgical removal to the stained and mounted microscopic sections. Defects are common in tissue sections as a result of faulty procedures. These defects are referred to as artefacts [2] . Artefacts result in alteration of normal morphological and cytological features or they may even lead to complete uselessness of the tissue, thus creating serious errors and misdiagnosis of correct histopathological impression. Artefacts may occur during surgical removal, fixation, processing, embedding, microtomy and staining procedures [5] .
The aim of a good histopathological technique is to produce microscopic preparation of tissues, usually stained, that represents as closely as possible, their structures in life. But this is not always possible and some sort of tissue morphology is bound to be seen [6] .
Just like: "All photos are accurate. None of them is the truth" -Richard Avedon Biopsy specimens of oral cavity are of small size and fine texture resulting into higher effectiveness of artefacts on them. Some artefacts are easily distinguished from normal or pathological tissue components, and some are difficult to distinguish from such entities [5] .
Inadequate biopsy specimens may be encountered somewhat frequently by the pathologist. Tissue artefact incurred at surgery, inappropriate sampling of the tissue for the type of pathologic condition suspected, or an insufficient clinical historyamong other deficiencies-may hamper the pathologist in his interpretation [7] .
Availability of modern technique nowadays have minimize the occurrence of artefacts. These techniques are costlier than the conventional techniques but as said: " Good wine ruins the purse; bad wine ruins the stomach " -Plato.
The problem is recognizing artefacts as such when they do occur and not confusing them with normal tissue components or pathological changes. In some situations the presence of an artifact can compromise an accurate diagnosis and can create great amount of confusion in making a diagnosis for the histopathologists [5] .
It is important to have thorough knowledge on artefacts, so that appropriate precautionary measures can be taken to avoid or minimize their occurrence. The ability of oral pathologists in interpreting a biopsy correctly is directly proportional not only to the quality, but also to the quantity of the specimen [8] . It is important to know and understand about artefacts as by learning to recognize them, so that we can avoid misdiagnosis [5] .
" Your eyes can't see what your mind does not know " -Socrates
So to identify any artefact, the competent histopathologist must possess a perfect eye and mind coordination to differentiate between normal/pathological finding and an artefact. 
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